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RECENT TOBACCO

CONTROL POLICIES

Recent comprehensive tobacco control policies include: 
• Tobacco 21 (including e-cigarettes) 
• Increasing tobacco taxes (including e-cigarettes) 
• Protecting funding for the Illinois Tobacco Quitline and 

tobacco cessation & prevention 
• Protecting Smoke Free Illinois to ensure recreational 

marijuana could not be used in public places 



2020 LEGISLATIVE

TOBACCO CONTROL POLICIES

Comprehensive tobacco control strategies include: 
• Adding e-cigarettes to Smoke Free Illinois (SB1864)
• Ensuring tobacco cessation counseling (group, individual, 

telephone, Quitline) are covered by IL Medicaid (SB3301)
• Restricting the sales of all flavored tobacco (HB3883)
• Protecting funding for the Illinois Tobacco Quitline and 

tobacco cessation & prevention (FY2021 Budget)



ADD E-CIGARETTES TO

SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS



TOBACCO CESSATION COVERAGE

• Tobacco use interventions are the gold standard in public 
health for cost-effectiveness, yet Medicaid spends less than 
0.25% of the estimated cost of smoking related diseases on 
tobacco cessation efforts. Reducing tobacco use among 
Medicaid enrollees would provide significant cost savings.

• In 2017, individuals who relied on Medicaid for their health 
care had a higher smoking rate (24.5%) than the overall adult 
population (14%) and more than double that of individuals 
with private insurance (10.5%). While 68% of adults who 
smoke report that they want to quit, many of those on 
Medicaid are lower-income and unable to pay for this 
lifesaving treatment out-of-pocket.



TOBACCO CESSATION COVERAGE

• Phone counseling, often facilitated through a service known 
as Quitline, is typically free for patients to use. State quitlines
are just as effective as individual or group counseling and 
may be more convenient.

• Medicaid enrollees make up 39% of state quitlines users; 
therefore, it makes sense that Medicaid should provide 
reimbursement to the quitline for providing the service to 
enrollees.



FLAVORED TOBACCO



FLAVORED TOBACCO



FLAVORED TOBACCO

Current (past 30 day) use of e-cigarettes went up among middle and high school 
students from 2011 to 2019.6,7,8,9About 1 of every 10 middle school students (10.5%) 
reported in 2019 that they used electronic cigarettes in the past 30 days—an increase 
from 0.6% in 2011.
More than 1 of every 4 high school students (27.5%) reported in 2019 that they used 
electronic cigarettes in the past 30 days—an increase from 1.5% in 2011.



FLAVORED TOBACCO

E-cigarette use has increased considerably among U.S. youths in recent years and 
corresponding increases have occurred in e-cigarette advertising expenditures.
This graphs shows that during 2011 to 2014, current e-cigarette use among high 
school students soared from 1.5% to 13.4%, and among middle school students from 
0.6% to 3.9%. Spending on e-cigarette advertising rose from $6.4 million in 2011 to 
an estimated $115 million in 2014.



YOUTH TOBACCO USE





WHAT CAN YOU DO?

• Contact your legislators (call, email, social media)
• Organize a group of concerned citizens (youths, parents, 

health officials, school personnel, etc) to talk to your 
legislators about the importance of tobacco control policies

• Educate the public about the harm of tobacco products
• The options are endless!



JOIN US

www.fightcancer.org/illinois




